
                
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
2/10/17 
Reminder about Parent’s Night Out / MOVIE NIGHT:  

TONIGHT! 6:30 pm in the MPR! 
All Middle School Welcome!  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Lillie Roller- 6th Grade 
■  Velvet Lopez- 6th Grade  

Science 
7th Grade and 8th Grade:  

- Driving Question of the Week:  Where did earth come from?  How 
were we created?  

We began to answer this question by looking at the three major Eons 
Earth’s history is broken in to.  Students each Jig Sawed on a specific time 
frame and presented. 

 
The year is 2050, Earth's resources are depleted, and extinction of species is rampant.  Although 

some people are preparing for relocation to outer space settlements, there are those who will remain behind. 
How can they use scientific data (environmental, evolutionary, and genetic) to ensure continued life on 
Earth?  What will those traveling to relocate need to survive? 

 



Students will work in teams to survive on either Earth or Mars.  Will they 
make it?  How long can they last?  
  
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: This week we have been concentrating on revising our 
realistic fiction  essay.  We’ve been taking a close look at dialogue this 
week and making it authentic. Making sure each of your characters speak 
the way that makes sense for who they are (i.e. moms should sound like 
moms.  Kids should sound like kids, etc).  Another thing we have delving 
deeper into is the rhythm of language, and creating cadence and meaning 
through syntax.  Explaining to them that sentences are the instruments of 
writing.  Different types of sentences create different kinds of sounds and 
bring in different meanings.  So just by crafting sentences of different 
lengths and types can move your story forward quickly or slowly.  We will 
continue revising our stories throughout this week, concentrating on 
different aspects of writing along the way. 
 
     8th Grade: This week students have delved deeply to reveal underlying 
issues by asking good questions and accessing and analyzing information. 
These are some key points that help make a good journalist. We’ve been 
learning how to harness these techniques so as to reveal their central idea 
in their articles and to inspire their readers to feel compassion. We have 
also been learning how journalist develop action, dialogue, setting, and 
how to highlight what they want to convey about the issue or lesson they 
are advancing. I encourage you to read some of the articles your students 
have written. It’s a difficult change over from writing in first person to third 
person, but most of the students seem to be grasping the concept well. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
Please make sure all textbooks return to school.  We still have 
missing textbooks. 



 
7th Grade:  The history of Japan is similar to Rome in that they 
acquired many aspects of their culture from other kingdoms. 
This cultural diffusion would be a driving force for the 
Japanese islands through the 20th century.  This week, we 
introduced ourselves to this concept and next week, we begin 
to see how Japanese feudalism differed from European 
feudalism, and where the Samurai fit into the social and 
political structure of Medieval Japan. 
 
8th Grade :  During the early and mid-1800’s, the United States 
went through an Era of Reformation.  Religiously, the Second 
Great Awakening and transcendentalism affected the 
spirituality of many Americans and helped many reevaluate 
how they felt about human rights, and pushed concepts of 
individuality and the ideal society.  The spirit of reformation 
extended to education, prisons, and slavery.  Next week, we 
analyze the economic and societal factors in the North and 
South that influenced our nation’s path to Civil War. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
Word problems. 
For many that is a statement that immediately brings up bad memories. This 
week, we began the process of working through and systematizing an approach 
that can help solve word problems: the 5D approach (describe, define, do, decide, 
declare). We end the week on finding the length of the Robin Williams Tunnel 
(also known as the rainbow tunnel) starting with only two bits of information: I 
was going 50 miles per hour, and I got through the tunnel in 13.2 seconds.3 
 
 
 
8th grade: 
Eighth graders used graphing as a tool to make predictions.  First by playing 
basketball or tossing ping pong balls in a cup (during the rain), and recording 
information. We also examined part of a video of the world record for free 
throws in one minute, and were able to graph the given information and expand 



to estimate the world record almost exactly. We will be finishing up the unit 
early next week. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


